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Current Status of Dental Anesthesiology in the United States

Clinical Professor of Anesthesiology, UCLA School of Dentistry
Steven Ganzberg, DMD, MS

With the approval of Dental Anesthesiology in 2019 as the American Dental Association’s 10th specialty,
much has changed regarding the acceptance of dentist anesthesiologists by the federal government, state
regulatory agencies, organized dentistry, dentists and the public.

The system of specialty recognition in the United States is very different than in Japan. Private groups
recognize specialties rather than the federal government. In addition, each state is free to recognize special-
ties or not and the state determines the rules that affect how dentists practice sedation and general anes-
thesia. In all states, oral and maxillofacial surgeons are also licensed to provide deep sedation or general
anesthesia. General dentists and other specialists can be licensed to provide only moderate sedation. The
restrictions on this form of sedation are highly variable from state to state.

Since the ADA’s recognition in 2019, the specialty of Dental Anesthesiology has been able to effect
changes in many state laws regarding sedation and general anesthesia. The specialty has partnered with
the American Society of Anesthesiologists, as well as other physician anesthesia groups, in several ways.

Challenges ahead include working to establish Dental Anesthesiology departments in all dental schools,
improving the safety of dental sedation and general anesthesia practice, and trying to meet the need for
many more dentist anesthesiologists in the United States.

[Curriculum vitae]

Dr. Steven Ganzberg, Clinical Professor of Anesthesiology at the UCLA School of Dentistry, is a dental
anesthesiologist with over 30 years’ experience in pain management. Dr. Ganzberg graduated from M.I.T. in
1977 and the University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine in 1981. He completed his pain manage-
ment training at New York University and his anesthesiology training and Master’s degree at O.S.U. Dr.
Ganzberg is a Diplomate of the American Dental Board of Anesthesiology and the American Board of Oro-
facial Pain. Dr. Ganzberg taught at The Ohio State University medical and dental schools for 17 years
before chairing the Department of Dental Anesthesiology at UCLA. Dr. Ganzberg is a past president of the
American Society of Dentist Anesthesiologists and the American Dental Board of Anesthesiology and a past
editor of Anesthesia Progress, the leading English language journal for dental sedation and general anesthe-
sia. He is active clinically providing general anesthesia for maxillofacial surgery and facial plastic surgery in
an accredited surgery center in Los Angeles, California. He has published over 70 original research articles
and book chapters in the field.
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Anaphylaxis
~From Classroom to Clinic~
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The Role of Dental Anesthesiologists in General Hospital Dentistry and Oral-maxillofacial Surgery
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The Clues to Succeed in the Department of Dentistry and Oral Surgery at a General Hospital
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A Case of Working Styles in Private Hospitals
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The Future Image for Dental Anesthesia under Clinical Department of Dentistry in the Hospital ;
Through the Training of Medical Department of Anesthesia
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Upper Airway Obstruction during Sedation for Dental Surgery :
How Can We Recognize and Treat It?
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Pathophysiology of Upper Airway Obstruction
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Pathogenesis and Monitoring of Unique Upper Airway Obstruction during Sedation for
Dental Surgery
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Safety Management System for Sedative Surgery in Practicing Dentistry
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The Efficacy of Nasal High Flow System for Dental Sedation
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The Management of General Anesthesia for Dental Surgery
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General Anesthesia or IV Sedation (Pros & Cons)
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Role of Group 2 Innate Lymphoid Cells (ILC2s) in Allergy
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